Washington Township Open Space Advisory Committee Minutes
 13 January 2026

Attendees: Leon Lakritz, Andrew Gerber, Vicky Binetti, Bob Starrantino, Harry Larzelere, Deborah McGuigan, Brian McCaffrey, Jimmy Perry, Jim McCann

Leon called the meeting to order at 7:09p.m.

Election of 2026 Committee Officers
· A motion was made and seconded to nominate Leon Lakritz as Committee Chair. Following discussion, the nomination was voted upon and Leon Lakritz was elected to the position of Committee Chair by a unanimous vote. 
· A motion was made and seconded to nominate Jimmy Perry as Committee Vice Chair. Following discussion, the nomination was voted upon and Jimmy Perry was elected to the position of Committee Vice Chair by a unanimous vote. 

Community Forestry Management Plan (CFMP):
· The CFMP is a five-year plan initiated in 2020 that concluded as of December 31, 2024. 
· Earlier in 2025, the Chairman initiated a discussion with members of the Open Space Committee whether to develop a new CFMP. The State currently had two NJUCF Stewardship grants (no deadlines) available to municipalities: $5,000 maximum to a CFMP and $20,000 to conduct a tree inventory including development of a CFMP. 
· No grant submission was made in 2025. However, the committee will continue to consider whether to seek another grant to fund an additional CFMP in 2026.
· The idea to expand upon the previously conducted tree inventory (which focus on paved walking paths and recreation areas of Washington Lake Park) was also discussed, as a potential project for 2026.

Community Garden:
· Plans for the Community Garden next season were discussed, including size, layout, and preparations for the new site. 

Cedar Pond:
· [bookmark: _GoBack]The water level at Cedar Pond is still impacted by beaver damage, and there is still evidence of beavers present, and more damage being done in the area. The damage will continue to be monitored

Re-Leaf:

· 41trees were planted on the Thorn property. This was a combined project of the WT Environmental Commission and WT Rotary.
· Trees needing replacement at various sites (pollinator garden, Heggan Library) were discussed.
· Tree Labeling: The plan for a project to label trees along walking paths in Washington Lake Park was discussed, which would involve using the information gathered from the Tree Inventory to identify and tag species of interest along walking paths. Potential methods for labeling trees were discussed.

Sports Advisory Update
· A baseball practice facility is planned for the former Davis property on Greentree Road. The project is projected to start later in 2026.

Adjourned at 7:57 p.m. 
